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BACKGROUND

The Illinois Standards Test (ISAT) measures student achievement relative to the 
Illinois Learning Standards.  In March 2011, students in grades 3-8 were 
assessed in reading and math.  Additionally, students in grades 4 and 7 were 
assessed in science.  The State discontinued assessment of student 
achievement in writing. 

ISAT results become available in the fall and individual reports of student 
performance have already been sent to parents.  ISAT information is analyzed 
and disaggregated at the individual building level and at the district level.  At 
the building level, administrators and teachers use the data in planning for 
school improvement initiatives and to monitor and evaluate student 
achievement.  At the district level, the results are used to identify patterns and 
trends over time.  In particular, we analyze the progress of various cohort 
groups, and use data to make adjustments in curriculum, instruction, and 
teaching materials.

Additionally, students in grades 2-8 are assessed three times per year (fall, 
winter, and spring) in reading and math using the Scantron’s Performance 
Series.  Performance Series is a web-based, computer-adaptive test that guides 
instructional decisions and is used to monitor each student’s growth over time.  
Performance Series data, along with other classroom, district, and state 
assessments, are used in evaluating student achievement.  The use of multiple 
assessments, rather than a single measure, should always be considered to 
determine student strengths and weaknesses.
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This report will examine district performance on ISAT and Performance Series, 
using the most recent data from the spring of 2011.  

DATA ANALYSIS

District data for the spring ISAT and Performance Series are displayed in 
several tables below.  This year, we have restructured the way in which data 
are displayed in these charts to show the following correlated information: 

•The percentage of students meeting and exceeding state standards on ISAT 
and the percentage of students in the average range and above on 
Performance Series
•The averaged scaled scores (SS) for both ISAT and Performance Series

A scaled score is simply a transformation of a raw score (number correct) into a 
standard.  This score is used to track progress over time. In this way, a 
comparison can be made of the scaled score from test administration to test 
administration (fall, winter, spring), as in the case of Performance Series,  and 
from year-to-year, as in the case of both ISAT and Performance Series. These 
scores are our educational yardsticks.  

Table 1, below, shows the percentage of students who meet and exceed state 
standards in reading on the ISAT.  This information is for students who are 
currently in our fourth grade through those who are now freshman in high 
school. The horizontal view provides a comparison of cohort scores across the 
grade levels.  The vertical view compares grade level scores through the years. 
Achievement is consistently high over the years, ranging from 92 to 98 percent 
of students meeting and exceeding state standards.  Deviations are not 
statistically significant at these high levels of achievement.  We are pleased, 
nonetheless, to see cohort groups improve over time with these slight 
increases.  Similarly, scaled score readings are consistently above the top of 
the state scaled score average range and the state averages. 

Table 1: ISAT 2011 Reading 
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Grade 3
Over time

Grade 4
Over time

Grade 5
Over time

Grade 6
Over time

Grade 7
Over time

Grade 8
Over time

Class of 2011
Current Grade 9

SS 224.2
93%

SS 235
93%

SS 247.2
93%

SS 256
96%

SS 266.9
97%

SS 266.3
 97%

Class of 2012
Current Grade 8

SS 223.1
93%

SS 240.3
95%

SS 250 
95%

SS 262.4
97%

SS 269.7
96%

Class of 2013
Current Grade 7

SS 224.4
94%

SS 241.6 
95%

SS 250
94%

SS 260.5
98%

Class of 2014
Current Grade 6

SS 228.2 
92%

SS 244.9
95%

SS 251.7
96%

Class of 2015
Current Grade 5

SS 227
94%

SS 240.3
95%

Class of 2016
Current Grade 4

SS 229.9
96%

Reading State Scaled Score 
Average Range

State Average 
Scaled Score

Grade 3 191 - 227 207.0
Grade 4 203 - 237 219.3
Grade 5 215 -247 231.2
Grade 6 220 - 257 240.5
Grade 7 226 - 267 245.1
Grade 8 231 - 278 250.4



Table 2, below, shows the percentage of students in the average range and 
above on the yearly spring assessment data for Performance Series reading. 
These data correlate closely with the ISAT data above in that achievement has 
been consistently high over the years, ranging from 91 to 98 percent of 
students in the average range or above in reading.  Again, our scaled scores are 
above the highest number in each of the ranges and above the national average 
score.

Table 2: Performance Series Reading 2009-2011

Grade 2 
Over time

Grade 3
Over time

Grade 4
Over time

Grade 5
Over time

Grade 6
Over time

Grade 7
Over time

Grade 8
Over time

Class of 2011
Current Grade 9

SS 2994
91%

SS 3070
95%

SS 3166
96%

Class of 2012
Current Grade 8

SS 2939
94%

SS 3027
93%

SS 3123
96%

Class of 2013
Current Grade 7

SS 2855
96%

SS 2943
93%

SS 3060
95%

Class of 2014
Current Grade 6

SS 2759
97%

SS 2895
97%

SS 2984
95%

Class of 2015
Current Grade 5

SS 2482
92%

SS 2742
97%

SS 2901
96%

Class of  2016
Current Grade 4

SS 2555
98%

SS 2796
97%

Class of 2017
Current Grade 3

SS 2509
94%
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Reading National Scaled Score 
Average Range

National 
Average Score

Grade 2 1700 - 2400 2265

Grade 3 2050 - 2680 2488

Grade 4 2280 - 2830 2665

Grade 5 2450 - 2930 2786

Grade 6 2590 - 3010 2865

Grade 7 2660 - 3030 2894

Grade 8 2750 - 3090 2958



Table 3, below, shows the percentage of students who meet and exceed state 
standards in math on the ISAT.  This information is provided for students who 
are currently in our fourth grade and for those who are now freshman in high 
school. The horizontal view provides a comparison of cohort scores across the 
grade levels.  The vertical view compares grade level scores through the years.  
Achievement is consistently high over the years, ranging from 95 to 99 percent 
of students meeting and exceeding state standards.  Again, deviations are 
typically not statistically significant at these high levels of achievement.  
Similarly, scaled scores in math are consistently above the top of the state 
scaled score range averages and the state averages.

   

Table 3: ISAT 2011 Math
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Grade 3
Over time

Grade 4
Over time

Grade 5
Over time

Grade 6
Over time

Grade 7
Over time

Grade 8
Over time

Class of 2011
Current Grade 9

SS 234.5
98

SS 245.4
97

SS 254.2
96

SS 273.1
97

SS 285.8
98

SS 298.6
96%

Class of 2012
Current Grade 8

SS 237.8
98

SS 251.3
98

SS 258.3
97

SS 276.1
 95

SS 289.5
96%

Class of 2013
Current Grade 7

SS 236.9
99

SS 250.3
99

SS 258.2
96

SS 277
97%

Class of 2014
Current Grade 6

SS 243
98

SS 252.8
 99

SS 263.8
97%

Class of 2015
Current Grade 5

SS 239.1
98

SS 250.5
98%

Class of 2016
Current Grade 4

SS 246.5
99%

Math State Scaled Score 
Average Range

State Average 
Scaled Score

Grade 3 184 - 224 217.7
Grade 4 200 - 247 230.4
Grade 5 214 - 271 243.2
Grade 6 225 - 276 255.3
Grade 7 235 - 281 264.9
Grade 8 246 - 288 275.1



Table 4, below, shows the percentage of students in the average range and 
above on the yearly spring assessment data for Performance Series math.  
These data correlate closely with the ISAT data above in that achievement has 
been consistently high over the years, ranging from 93 to 98 percent of 
students in the average range or above in reading.  Again, our scaled scores are 
above the highest number in each of the ranges and the national average score.    
(2010-2011 was the first year we administered the Performance Series Math to 
students in grade 2.  These children are currently in grade 3.)

Table 4:  Performance Series Math 2009-2011
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Grade 2
Over time

Grade 3
Over time

Grade 4
Over time

Grade 5
Over time

Grade 6
Over time

Grade 7
Over time

Grade 8
Over time

Class of 2011
Current Grade 9

SS 2777
93%

SS 2860
94%

SS 2981
93%

Class of 2012
Current Grade 8

SS 2696
95%

SS 2810
94%

SS 2917
94%

Class of 2013
Current Grade 7

SS 2611
95%

SS 2698
93%

SS 2815
97%

Class of 2014
Current Grade 6

SS 2509
95%

SS 2631
97%

SS 2713
96%

Class of 2015
Current Grade 5

SS 2493
93%

SS 2620
96%

Class of 2016
Current Grade 4

SS 2536
98%

Class of 2017
Current Grade 3

SS 2340
94%

Math National Scaled Score 
Average Range

National 
Average Score

Grade 2 1890 - 2200 2191

Grade 3 2080 - 2460 2366

Grade 4 2230 - 2570 2473

Grade 5 2320 - 2690 2569

Grade 6 2430 - 2800 2666

Grade 7 2500 - 2860 2724

Grade 8 2560 - 2920 2782



Table 5, below, shows the percentage of students who meet and exceed state 
standards in science on the ISAT.  Science achievement is assessed only in 4th 
and 7th grades.  The information is provided for students who are currently in 
5th grade through those who are currently freshman in high school. The 
horizontal view provides a comparison of cohort scores across the grade levels.  
The vertical view compares grade level scores through the years.  Achievement 
is consistently high, ranging from 97 - 98 percent of students meeting and 
exceeding state standards.  Again, the slight deviations are not statistically 
significant at these high levels of achievement. Our scaled scores in science are 
well above the highest number in each of the state scaled score ranges and the 
state averages.

Table 5: ISAT 2011 Science (tested only at grades 4 & 7)

ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP)

Since the passage of the No Child Left Behind Act (2001), districts are rated on 
their progress towards the requirement that 100% all students will meet or 
exceed state standards by 2014. Test scores are analyzed by district, by school, 
and by the following subgroups: English Language Learners (ELL), various 
ethnic groups, economically disadvantage, and students with disabilities. Each 
state is charged with establishing a timeline for reaching this achievement level 
(see the attached Illinois Equal Steps Model). For the 2011 school year, the 
Illinois target was 85% passage rate for students meeting or exceeding state 
standards. (For the 2011-2012 school year, passage rate is set at 92.5% for all 
students, leading to 100% expectations in 2014.) Prior to the 2010-11 school 
year, District 39 has met AYP requirements for all subgroups. 
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Grade 4
Over time

Grade 7
Over time

Class of 2011
Current Grade 9

SS 228.1
96%

SS 260.4
98%

Class of 2012
Current Grade 8

SS 230.7
98%

SS 262.4
96%

Class of 2013
Current Grade 7

SS 232
98%

Class of 2014
Current Grade 6

SS 233.8
97%

Class of 2015
Current Grade 5

SS 230.7
98%

Science
State Scaled Score 

Average Range
State Average 
Scaled Score

Grade 4 187 - 237 210.3

Grade 7 214 - 260 238.8



The 2011 ISAT scores reveals that District 39 meets AYP in all but two areas 
(see charts below). While as a district, 96% of our students meet or exceed 
standards for reading, the percentage meeting or exceeding for the subgroup,  
“students with disabilities,” is 76.1%. Similarly, 96.3% of all our Wilmette 
Junior High students meet or exceed standards in math.  However, in this 
case, 73.5% of “students with disabilities” subgroup did not meet AYP in math.   
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The current NCLB targets will eventually cause every school in the nation to 
fail at achieving AYP, and Congress has failed to reauthorize the act since 
2007.  President Obama recognizes this dilemma in the structuring of the AYP 
expectations for 100% proficiency and is allowing States to apply for waivers to 
provide regulatory relief to states. These states will be required to create their 
own accountability systems.  Illinois State Superintendent, Christopher Koch, 
announced in his weekly message (October 3, 2011) that Illinois is exploring 
the option of applying for the No Child Left Behind waiver. 
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Locally, New Trier High School was the first local district impacted by NCLB 
requirements, not achieving AYP in math or reading in 2010 for their subgroup 
of students with disabilities. Subsequently, two elementary districts in the 
township, Wilmette 39 and Glencoe, did not make AYP for the subgroup of 
students with disabilities for the 2010-11 school year. As the AYP percentage 
expectations continue to increase, additional local districts will be falling into 
the “did not meet” AYP category. 

District 39 remains committed to all students achieving at high levels. We are 
analyzing the individual test scores of those students with disabilities who did 
not to meet state standards to determine areas for increased instruction and 
intervention. 

CONCLUSIONS

District 39‘s priority is top-notch instruction in core subject areas.  Monitoring 
student progress and achievement and using assessment data to guide 
instructional practices are fundamental to our educational practices.1  The 
ISAT and Performance Series data continue to confirm that student 
achievement in reading, math, and science are maintained at extremely high 
levels.  We respond promptly to the needs of individual students and groups of 
students through assessments for learning, such as Curriculum-Based 
Measures (CBMs) and Scantron’s Performance Series.

Previous reports to the Board provided comparison data based on gender for
ISAT.  Due to a continued lack of significant gender discrepancies in any
subject area, we will sustain our monitoring for any disparity, reporting only if 
inconsistencies are noted.

Although not a part of the district-level analysis in math, disaggregation of the 
ISAT data for fifth grade students did reveal a significant improvement in the 
exceeds category for math, from 32 percent of students exceeding state 
standards in 2010 to 42 percent of students exceeding state standards in 
2011.  We attribute this increase to a new unit of instruction implemented in 
the fall of 2010 to address transitional needs of students from elementary 
school to middle school. 

With the adoption of the new science curriculum, and its progressive 
implementation over the next three years (grades K-4 in the current school 
year, grades 5-6 in 2012-13, and grades 7-8 in 2013-14), we will be carefully 
monitoring our scores in the various standard strands.  In particular, we

1For complete information about the  Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Assessments, please access the 
District’s website (www.wilmette39.org) and refer to the District 39 Assessment Plan through the 
Curriculum and Instruction link to “Assessment.”
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will be comparing and analyzing any score fluctuations in scientific inquiry and 
technological design, as this strand has particular emphasis in our new 
programming. 

The decision by the state to discontinue assessment in writing does not 
diminish the importance of this core subject area.  We will monitor student 
progress in writing through the new Common Writing Assessment (CWA) that 
was developed by the District’s Writing Committee.  Like Performance Series, 
this assessment is intended for administration three times yearly (spring, 
winter, fall), and will provide information that guides instruction practices and 
monitors individual student growth over time.  Baseline data for the CWA is 
being compiled during this first year of implementation.

Recommended for presentation 
To theBoardEducation

____________________________________________________________
Raymond E. Lechner, Ph.D., Superintendent
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Attachment:
Illinois Equal Steps Model
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